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Association of Retired Employees of Orange County
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Meeting Held at OCERS, 2223 Wellington Avenue, Santa Ana CA

Minutes of the AREOC Meeting held on 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018
I. Called to Order at 12:20 PM by AREOC President Sara Ruckle Harms 

Present. Sara Ruckle Harms, Linda Robinson, Doug Storm, Tom Cooney, Lou Scarpino, Larry Leaman and Gaylan Harris.  Also in attendance is Frank Eley and Ilene Bárcenas, Executive Director. There is a quorum.  

Absent:  Rebecca Guider 
II. Approval of Minutes from the February 7, 2018 Annual Meeting
A motion was made by Lou Scarpino and seconded by Tom Cooney to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2018 annual meeting as written.  Motion carried.  

III. Treasurer’s Report 

A. Tom Cooney presented the February 2018 AREOC Operating Report.
A motion was made by Linda Robinson and seconded by Larry Leaman to accept the February 2018 Treasurer’s report as presented.  Motion carried.
B. Final review of AREOC Budget 2018
Tom Cooney and Sara Ruckle Harms led a discussion regarding the AREOC 2018 Budget.  The changes suggested from the February meeting were incorporated into this new version.  The budget includes an infusion of monies from REAOC in the amount of $25,000. 
A motion was made by Lou Scarpino and seconded by Linda Robinson to approve the AREOC 2018 Budget as presented.  Motion carried.

Tom Cooney also discussed placing some of the AREOC funds into a CD so that we may earn additional interest on the funds held.  We would need to determine how much money we would want to put into a CD and the length of time to carry this money in the CD.  

Action Item:  Doug Storm will explore an on-line bank who is offering a higher interest rate.  This will be discussed at the next AREOC meeting.

There was a discussion regarding how we could convey more information regarding AREOC to our members.  We need to look on can/how this can be done.  This topic would need to be handled in a separate meeting.
Lou Scarpino would like to recommend having a sub-committee meeting to look at what we can do in AREOC to galvanize Board members to look at working on additional activities that may be of value.
Lou Scarpino made a motion that would create a sub-committee to explore issues that would assist the members of REAOC.  Motion died due to no second.
Action Item:  Lou Scarpino will explore the above topic and make recommendations and bring this back to a future AREOC meeting.
IV. Discussion of the OC Board of Supervisor Race 
In advance of the meeting, Sara Ruckle Harms shared a listing for the candidates who have filed with the Registrar of Voters for the three Board of Supervisors’ Districts with elections this year. She will check to see if there are any others who filed by the final deadline. Of the candidates who have filed papers for their candidacy, it is not clear if they have significant funding except for Joe Kerr.



V. Discussion of Meeting with AOCDS Executive Director Paul Bartlett

Sara Ruckle Harms informally met with Paul Bartlett for lunch.  He was not yet willing to share with REAOC/AREOC as to whom AOCDS will support for the Board of Supervisors’ offices.  Roger Hilton, the current safety member on the OCERS Board, term is up after the next term.  There was a discussion regarding who may run for this office and if REAOC and AOCDS would support the same candidate or if we would share our lobbying information.  
Sara Ruckle Harms would recommend that we do not officially support a candidate until after the primary election.  After that time, we would interview candidates with prepared Q & A to see how they stand on varying issues.

Sara Ruckle Harms would like to continue to keep an open relationship with Paul Bartlett at AOCDS.  

Larry Leaman moved, and Lou Scarpino seconded a motion for Sara Ruckle Harms to keep an open relationship with Paul Bartlett and keep an ongoing discussion and report back to AREOC.  Motion carried.
VI. Board member comments    
Larry Leaman stated that California has a huge surplus and has a very high senior population.  Wouldn’t it be nice to exempt some (or all) of the senior population’s income from State income taxes as some of the other States have done?      

VII. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Linda Robinson and seconded by Gaylan Harris to adjourn the meeting at 1:45 PM.  Motion carried.
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